Age 43]                            Salamanca
At first, however, it was quiescent, and all went well;
he received me [says the doctor] in the kindest and warmest manner
asked me if I was not too much busied to sit down and give him the
detail bf the state of the wounded at Salamanca, with that of my journey
thence. I related to him the number of sick I had met with at so many
places and then: miserable state. But when I came to inform him that
for their relief I had ordered up purveying and commissariat officers,
he started up, and in a violent manner reprobated what I had done. It
was to no purpose that I pleaded the number of seriously ill and dying
I had met with; and that several men and some officers had died without
ever having been seen by a medical officer . . . All was'in vain.
His lordship was in a passion, and the Spanish artist ignorant of the
English language looked aghast.1
And well he might, for the calm controlled Englishman
had entirely disappeared and in his place an angry Irishman
was lashing himself into further fury by the impetus of his
own words:
I shall be glad to know [he exclaimed] who is to command the army,
I or you ? I establish one route, one line of communication for the
army, you establish another, and order the commissariat and the supplies
by that line. As long as you live sir never do so again, never do anything
without my orders.
I pleaded [continued the doctor] that there was no time to consult
him to save life. He peremptorily desired me, " never again to act
without his orders ". Hereupon I was about to take my leave, when
in a lower tone of voice, he begged I would dine with him that day
and of course I bowed assent.2
For the storm had blown itself out, and a contrite and
secredy ashamed Englishman sought in his own particular
way to make amends. He could not quite apologize and
titidennine the infallibility of Commander-in-Chief, but any-
thing short of that he would gladly and willingly do.
At dinner that night therefore, McGrigor was treated with
** unusual civility and marked attention "f and placed in the
seat of honour beside Lord Wellington, And a little later
a letter went to England to the Secretary of State enclosing,
1  McGrigor, pp. joo, 301.                 *Rid.               * Ibid.
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